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On a large screen, experience the world of the Shosoin treasures through

immersive visuals brought to life with advanced 3D digital technology.
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Running time | 17 minutes (looped screening)
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Story Movie
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Digital Treasures Movie
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Chapter 1: The Timeless Repository — The Shosoin Repository

After 1,300 years of quiet presence, the Shosoin still stands with dignity. The treasures it holds speak across
time, revealing hidden stories alongside their overwhelming beauty.
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Chapter 2: Shosoin Masterpieces Collection

Masterpieces carefully selected from the Shosoin Treasures are reimagined through 3D visuals. Experience their
exquisite detail with immersive depth—Ilike stepping into a mirror. Discover the treasures of the Shosoin as a
crossroads of diverse cultures.
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Chapter 3: The Eye-Opening Ceremony of the Great Buddha

In the Nara period, a grand ceremony was held to mark the consecration of the Great Buddha of'T'odaiji. Tens
of thousands gathered for this unprecedented historical event. Experience its scale and splendor through vividly
recreated visuals.
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Chapter 4: The Bond Between Emperor Shomu and Empress Komyo

The origins of the Shosoin Treasures trace back to Empress Komyo’s offering of Emperor’s personal belongings
to the Great Buddha. Each treasure conveys their deep emotion and heartfelt prayers. With quiet reverence, we
encounter an expression of eternal love.
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Chapter 5: Record of the Nation’s Rare Treasures

The Kokka chinpo-cho, a scroll extending 14 meters in length, is an original catalog of more than 600 treasures
included in the offering by Empress Komyo. The record is accompanied by a statement of Empress Komyo’s
profound devotion to Emperor Shomu.
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Chapter 6: The Aesthetic World of the Shosoin

Timeless beauty and craftsmanship. The aesthetic sensibilities embodied in the Shosoin Treasures continue to
resonate with us today. Immerse yourself in a dreamlike visual journey through an universe of beauty.
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Chapter 7: Epilogue

The Shosoin Treasures have lived on through 1,300 years of history. Their radiance will continue to be passed
down for generations to come. Now, you too become a witness to this enduring story.



S T A L A T W A U b
s | AN AR
%f&?ﬁ%ﬁ%@ﬂ?&:*@mt&%éhéﬁnﬁ'xo RO LRI HPRALIL AR
A OMIEP 3 CA S SLFRBAINTZIGLAICH THHTIZ A W,

Chapter 1: Red Sandalwood Five-String Lute (Biwa) with Mother-of-Pearl Decoration

'This is said to have been one of Emperor Shomu’s favored objects. The eye is drawn to the magnificent mother-
of-pearl motifs, and the lively detail with which the figures, plants, and animals are depicted.
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i \ : Chapter 2: Persian-style Lacquered Ewer with Birds, Beasts, and Flowers
/ -' "This Persian-style water container holds approximately 2.7 liters. The surface features scenes of animals

frolicking in a spacious grassland.
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Chapter 3: Lacquered Pedestal for Incense Burner with Gold Leaf and Painting

This pedestal was used to offer incense to the Great Buddha. The thirty-two lotus petals that form the shape are
adorned with brilliantly colored images of flowers, birds, and the mythical winged kalavinka.
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e j Chapter 4: Round Box with Mother-of-Pearl Decoration; Leather Belt with Lapis Lazuli
T Decoration (Reproduction with reconstructed areas)

Using digital archives of replicas, we have recreated these treasures based on their current form. From a special
box decorated with mother-of-pearl, a digitally-reconstructed belt adorned with lapis lazuli, worn only by people
of high rank, emerges onto the screen.
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Chapter 5: Red Sandalwood Game Board for Go with Marquetry; Red-stained and Blue-

stained Ivory Go Pieces with Bachiru Engraved Design

"This brilliantly decorated go board and accompanying game pieces were cherished by Emperor Shomu. Wood
and ivory marquetry was used to create the designs of exotic people and animals, such as elephants and camels,
that adorn the sides of the board.
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Chapter 6: Round Bronze Mirror Decorated on the Back with Mother-of-Pearl Inlay (No. 11)
"This luxurious mirror features bird and flower motifs made from mother-of-pearl, with small fragments of blue
lapis lazuli and pale turquoise inlaid between the motifs. Four charming birds sit waiting for you to find them in
the design.
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Chapter 7: Twelve-Lobed Silver Mirror Decorated on the Back with Gold and Cloisonné
Enamel (No. 6)

'This is the only mirror in the Shosoin decorated with cloisonné. Traces of rotation marks caused when the
mirror body was made are visible in the hole through which the string passes on the knob; lines that appear to
have been made to divide it into a twelve-lobed shape are also present.

F A F AT APSION 6 T2 b

went | SRS R

RIS RELEHHSHINTEAXH ORI, R TXTHRVFESLIIBOT. aFT

HE T 0L

AR L 72K D E BT IcikDATN T3

Chapter 8: Decorative Karatachi-Style Sword with Gold, Silver, and Glass Decoration

This ceremonial sword has an ornately decorated exterior. The metal fittings are gilt silver, and beads of crystal
with paintings on the underside (in the fusezashiki technique) and colored glass are inlaid in certain areas.
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Red-Stained Ivory Ruler with Bachiru
Engraved Design (Reproduction)
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Yoshida Fumiyuki 1978

This is a ceremonial ruler. It features the bachiru technique, in
which an ivory surface was dyed and then hairline-engraved,
exposing white ivory in the design lines. As a symbol of the
emperor’s control over weights and measures, such rulers
were presented to the emperor each year, and also bestowed
upon his retainers.
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Red Sandalwood Five-String Lute (Bizwa) with
Mother-of-Pearl Decoration (Reproduction)
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Body: Sakamoto Kyokusai III; inlay: Nitta Kiun; decoration: Kitamura Shosai and
Matsuura Naoko; strings: Marusan Hashimoto Co.; with the cooperation of Yokoyama
Mitsune, Kitamura Shigeru, Morita Takao, Morita Kura, and The Dainippon Silk
Foundation 2011-2018

This representative treasure of the Shosoin is so well-known that it often
appears in textbooks. This is the only extant bizwa of its kind that has five
strings. The plectrum features a motif of a camel and rider, and the entire
back surface is covered by a scrolling floral motif. This biza incorporates
over 600 inlayed pieces of mother-of-pearl and tortoiseshell.
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Round Box with Mother-of-Pearl Decoration
(Reproduction)
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Body: Kawagita Ry0z0; lacquerwork and decoration: Kitamura Taitsu;
textile lining: Takata Yoshio 1976-1977, 1979

The original of this reproduction was used to store a leather
belt with lapis lazuli decoration. Chinese floral motifs cut
from mother-of-pearl adorn the black lacquer ground, while
the crystals placed in the center of the flowers emphasizes
the color applied to the back side using the fusezaishiki
technique. Magnificently patterned silk textile is affixed to
the interior of the box.



